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By deleting Section 1 in its entirety and substituting instead the following language: 

 SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 62, Chapter 5, Part 5, is 

amended by adding the following language as a new, appropriately designated section: 

 § 62-5-5__.  

 (a)  Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, when there is a 

dispute as to whether to cremate the decedent's body, the priority of the 

right to dispose of the decedent's body by way of cremation shall be as 

follows: 

 (1)  Subject to subsection (b), an attorney in fact 

designated in a durable power of attorney who is acting pursuant 

to § 34-6-204, 

 (2)  The decedent, in a signed writing that evidences the 

decedent's preference to be cremated; 

 (3)  The spouse of the decedent; 

 (4)  The adult children of the decedent; 

 (5)  The parents of the decedent; 

 (6)  The adult siblings of the decedent; 

 (7)  The adult grandchildren of the decedent; 

 (8)  The grandparents of the decedent; and 

 (9)  An adult who exhibited special care and concern for 

the decedent. 

 (b)  An attorney in fact shall only have priority over a decedent if 

the durable power of attorney in which the attorney in fact was designated 
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was executed by the decedent subsequent to the decedent's execution of 

the signed writing that evidences the decedent's preference to be 

cremated. 


